
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theatre33 Presents … 

MUCH ADO 

About Nothing 
By: William Shakespeare 

March 26-28, 2010 
 

Cast 

Leonato …………Travis STONER 

Innogen ………… Laura GRAY* 

Antonia ………… Brianna WALTON* 

Don Pedro ………… Zach MILLER 

Don John ………… Fred MILLER 

Borachio ………… Bryan BECHTOLD 

Conrade ………… Racheal STUMP* 

Claudio ………… River DENMAN 

Hero ………… Ashley SMITH 

Benedick ………… Carlos IBARRA* 

Beatrice ………… Tania De LUNA* 

Balthasar  ………… Duffy COYLE 

Margaret ………… Sarah JONES* 

Ursula  ………… Amber DRISCOLL 

Friar Francis ………… Nelson LUEHRS 

Sexton  ………… David GARZA 

Members of the Watch  

Dogberry  ………… Ray STUMP 

Verges ………… Kayla PETERSON 

Fanny Seacole………… Madeline POWELL 

Eugénie Oatcake………… Grace GARMAN 

Maude Marshande………… Ali GARZA 
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Crew 
Director ... Cliff I. Schwartz* 

Assistant Director ... Amy B. Dreibelbis* 

Stage Manager ... Lis Powell  

House Manager … Carli Mast* 

Sound … Tanner Heffner, Caleb Wilson* and Josh Beers 

Lights … Tanner O’Brien and Nick Schroeder 

Running Crew … Nick Schroeder, Katie Moreno,  

Natalia Tabiosova*, Matt Grawcock 

Box Office and Concessions … Cassie Tevis*,  

 Rachel Davidsen* and Katy Mossburg 

 

Tech Director In Memoriam ...Brandon Replogle*  

Student Director In Memoriam ...Amanda Musser*  

 

This show is dedicated to the hard work, passion, 
dedication and memory of our dear friends, 

Amanda Musser & Brandon Replogle 
 

 

Setting 
Mardi Gras in New Orleans  

 

There will be one 15 minute intermission. 

 

Special Thanks 
Dennis VanDuyne, Nate Lowe, Greg Baker, WNSC Board of 

Education,  Rhonda Cunningham, Pat Myers, Tom Schermerhorn, 

Jim Best, WN Print Shop, Gary Mast, Carl Coffman, John Golden, 

Mary Bradley, Angie Cunningham, Jerome Choinski, Carol Minier, 

Tod LeCount, Rhea Dice, Wes Weimer, Austin “Serge” King, Steve 

Weaver and WNRL, Bob Buttgen, John Grawcock, ABC 

Embroidery, Ace Hardware, Big C Lumber, Ligonier Subway, Bob 

Wysong Chevrolet, El Paraiso Supermarket, Joy LeCount, Albion 

New Era, Ashley Libben, Amanda Shoemaker, Joe Pounds, Ruth 

Buckles, Candace Hales, Linda McAdams, Julia Shepherd Gibbons, 

Cory Michael, Ren Cripe,  Karen Luehrs, Elizabeth Buchanan, 

Charlotte Johnson, Patty & Steve Schwartz, Sarah & Elizabeth Davis, 

Vanita Coe, Rhonda & Kent Krause, Michelle Pugh, Vicky & Chuck 

Replogle, Kathy West, Rene Swartz, Lisa Heintzelman, Dawn Stump, 

Robin & Shane Powell, Pat & George Myers, Terri Gray,  and the 

Charger Spirit Club! 

And especially, the Drama Mommas and Poppas 

Who give us rides home and bring us food! 

 

Theatre33  Officers 
President ... Tania De Luna* 

Vice President ... Carlos Ibarra* 

Secretary ... Racheal Stump* 

Publicity ... Christina Peña 

Upperclassmen Representative...  

Matt Grawcock* 

Underclassmen Representative... 

Ray Stump 

Historian ... Brandon Replogle* 

Relay for Life Captain … Amanda Musser* 
*Denotes Members of Honors Theatre 

 



Cast Bios 
Seniors - 
Rachel Davidsen* – Crew/Concessions/Box office - (Chris & 

Kevin Davidsen) Racheal first appeared on stage during Crazy 

for You and has since been in Talking with, Midsummer, 

Blood Wedding, and Arsenic and Old Lace. She helped 

backstage for The Sound of Music, Faith County, and now 

Much Ado. Her favorite part about T33 is how we are truly a 

family. She is going to miss everyone next year but thanks for 

the memories! Thanks D and Schwartz for being AMAZING!! 

 

Tania De Luna* – Beatrice - (Maria & Juan De Luna) Tania is 

now in her fourth and final year of T33.  You’ve seen her in 

Crazy for You, Talking With, Midsummer, Blood Wedding, 

Sound of Music, Faith County, Trojan Women, Endangered, 

Scapino!, and Charlie Brown. She was also an awesome stage 

manager for Arsenic. Thank you, thank you, thank you for the 

many hours of work sessions, and after rehearsal work, and chat 

sessions. Her favorite part of Much Ado was reading another 

Shakespeare play and painting the awesome cobblestones on 

the stage. She had a lot of fun playing Beatrice and is going to 

miss her second home very much! 

 

Grace Garman –Eugénie Oatcake - (Staci Gilbert & Dan 

Garman)  Grace has been a T33 groupie for a while, and has 

been helping behind the scenes for several shows; however, this 

is her first official time on stage. Grace had a busy schedule and 

made some tough decisions to spend more time with her new 

T33 family. Grace enjoys doing warm-ups and acting terrified 

during the watch scenes. We’re so glad we finally got you on 

stage! Break a leg!  

 

David Garza – Sexton - (Teresa & Abel Garza) David helped 

out a lot behind the scenes during Charlie Brown and even 

more during this show. We got him on stage for Much Ado as 

the friendly Sexton. David has been a lot of fun to work with 

and we know he will go on to do great things! 

 

Matt Grawcock* – Running Crew – (John & Betty Grawcock) 

Matt has been in Crazy for You, Midsummer, Blood Wedding, 

Sound of Music, Faith County, Endangered, Scapino!, and 

Charlie Brown. Matt has helped out at worksessions and in D 

or Schwartz’s room during third hour with random jobs to help 

pull the show together. He would like to thank D and Schwartz 

for always being there for our big T33 family through all the 

crazy things that have happened during the last month. He 

knows that Brandon and Amanda will be very proud of the 

great job we’ve all done. He will greatly miss his T33 family and 

will be back for each and every show next year! 

 

Laura Gray*–Innogen- (Terri & Matt Gray) Laura has been in 

Meet Me in St. Louis, The King & I, Blood Wedding, 

Midsummer, The Sound of Music, Arsenic, Trojan Women, 

Scapino, and now Much Ado About Nothing. She has also 

helped out with numerous other plays back stage including 

Crazy for You. She has been a great help and a joy to have in 

the Theatre family. Thank you Laura for all that you have done 

for the theatre !! 

 

 

 

Tanner Heffner – Sound Engineer - (Teresa & Tony Heffner) 

– Tanner helped out with tech during Faith County and loved it 

so much he wanted to come back! We’ve appreciated Tanner’s 

help with setting up lights and would like to thank him for 

coming in to help! You’re awesome! 

 

Carlos Ibarra* – Benedick - (Maria  & Andres Ibarra) Carlos 

has been in several past T33 productions such as Scapino!, 

Trojan Women, Arsenic and Old Lace, and all the way back in 

2007 with his debut in Blood Wedding, and Choreographer for 

Charlie Brown. This is Carlos’s last T33 performance. He has 

grown so much thse past couple of years as a person and as an 

actor. He would like to thank D and Schwartz for everything 

they do. He hopes to out with a BANG!. Thank you Carlos for 

the great times!!! 

 

Sarah Jones* –Margaret- (Gwen  & Brian  Jones)  

Sarah has finally decided to come from behind the tech booth 

to on stage. After eleven shows of running lights, she decided to 

try something new for the last performance for her senior year. 

She says it is a very different experience. She is thankful for 

everyone for making the transition easier! She also wants to 

thank her mom for always being there for her and putting up 

with the crazy hours. Sarah also wants to thank the theatre 

family for sticking together. She would like to say that she loves 

and misses Brandon and Amanda, very much. 

 

Carli Mast *– House Manager– (Boom  & Clete  Mast) Carli 

has been in T33 since her 7
th

 grade year. You’ve seen her in 

Talking With, Faith County, Arsenic and Old Lace, Rumors, 

Sound of Music, Endangered, and Charlie Brown. Carli wishes 

to thank D and Schwartz for working so hard on all of our 

shows. You have made her theatre experience amazing!! She 

also wishes to say that she loves and misses Brandon and 

Mandy, you have made her theatre experience amazing!! 

Thank you Carli for all of the effort you have put into making 

T33 great! 

 

Katy Mossburg –Resident Artist/Box Office- (Dona & Steve 

Mossburg) – Katy is our resident artist and box office gal. She 

has helped us out despite her hectic schedule with track 

practices and we appreciate every minute she helps us with! 

Thanks Katy for your artistic talents! 

 

Amanda Musser* – Student Director /Relay for Life – (Rhonda 

& Kent Krause) –Amanda took care of us.  She set up and ran 

the concession stand, she was an awesome stage manager 

TWICE, she was on stage several times, most recently in 

Endangered  - our AIDS awareness play that we took on the 

road to Anthis Career Center.  Amanda chased babies, changed 

diapers, found props, read lines, graded papers, supported 

Relay for Life, painted walls, floors and sets, kept the directors 

organized, listened to friends and did all this with a smile. She 

kept us entertained, she made us laugh –Amanda was a leader 

and a role model – she lead by example and was so dedicated 

and responsible.  She rocked T33! We love and miss you! 

 

Christina Peña – crew/publicity– (Margarita & David Pena) – 

Christina is an all-around awesome person and we appreciate 

everything she does to help with her hectic schedule! We hope 

to see her as Indiana State Superintendent some day! Thank 

you for helping D during your free time! 

 



Brandon Replogle* –Sound/Tech Director - (Vicki & Chuck 

Replogle) Brandon claimed that he was accosted as an eighth 

graded and “invited” to run tech for T33 – and it was all history 

from there.  If there was something that could light up, use 

battries, or make noise, Brandon could make it work – and 

make it work better, brighter and louder. Brandon kept us all 

hip on the latest movies, music, books and musicals – he was 

officially in charge of organizing the Chicago trips to see shows, 

and picking out the movies to watch after each show.  Brandon 

was passionate about everything, as his Mom said, “Everything 

was his favorite.”  Thank you Brandon for your passion for 

T33. We love and miss you! 

 

Travis Stoner- Leonato - (The late Sharon Stoner & Rick 

Stoner)- You’ve witnessed Travis’s abilities in Arsenic and Old 

Lace, Trojan Women, WNCT California Suite, Scapino, and 

now Much Ado. Travis has been a great help and loves to fool 

around before practices. He would like to thank Pat and 

George Meyers and all of the T33 family for being a big part of 

his life. Thank you Travis, for becoming a part of ours!!!!  

 

Racheal Stump*- Conrade- (Dawn  & Todd  Stump) – This is 

Racheal’s 10
th

 show in T33. She has been in Midsummer, 

Blood Wedding, Sound of Music, Faith County, Arsenic, 

Trojan Women, Waking up an Endangered Species, Scapino!, 

YAGM, CB, and finally, Much Ado. Racheal has also 

participated in West Noble Community Theatre. Her favorite 

part about theatre is the family atmosphere and the great 

friendships she has acquired! 

 

Cassie Tevis*- Crew/Concessions- (Chris & Mark Tevis) –  

Cassie is an awesome helper behind the scenes.  She is always 

there just at the right minute to grab a paintbrush or a 

screaming baby. We truly appreciate your gentle spirit and your 

warm smile and all the countless hours you’ve spent helping us 

with anything we need! Thanks a million! 

 

Brianna Walton* –Antonia – (Mark & Darlyne Walton) -    

Well this is my last play. You have seen me in Sound of Music 

as a nun, Faith County as Faye McFaye, Arsenic and Old Lace 

as Officer Klein, Scapino! as a waitress, YAGM,CB as stage 

manager. I would like to thank God for His never ending 

strength and support. I am also so thankful for my T33 family: 

for all the love and support they have given me . Kayla, thanks 

for all the laughs and talks. Brandon and Amanda, this show is 

for you, and I hope we make you proud. <3 

 

Caleb Wilson*- Crew/Sound Engineer (Germaine & Robert 

Wilson) Caleb has been in T33 since his sophomore year. He 

has appeared on stage in Blood Wedding, The Sound of 

Music, and Arsenic and Old Lace and helped out backstage for 

Faith County, Trojan Women, You’re a Good Man, Charlie 

Brown, and Scapino! He would like to thank his parents for 

allowing him to help with tech. He would also like to thank 

everyone in T33 for making high school more fun for him and 

for all the memories. 

 

Natalia Tabiosova* - Backstage, Prop room- Natalia is just 

beginning in T33. She is greatly thankful for being accepted for 

the way she is, and being accepted into our theatre family. She 

wishes she could have helped out more. She enjoys coming to 

theatre and having her day be 1000000000% better. Natalia says 

that saying thank you is not enough.  

President’s Notes 
 Shakespeare. Most people groan at the sound of his 

name, “He’s dull, hard to understand, and completely 

outdated.” Well, I beg to differ. Shakespeare is considered one 

of the greatest writers and I “believe it better than reportingly.” 

Shakespeare is still completely  relevant to today’s world, 

teaching us that teenage lovers are impulsive (Romeo and 

Juliet), to listen to what your wife has to say (Julius Caesar/ The 

Winter’s Tale), and that gossiping and eavesdropping can lead 

to great misunderstanding (Much Ado!). As far as 

understanding Shakespeare, well it is a bit difficult, especially if 

you have not had the opportunity to analyze the play for 2 

months with Shakespearean lovers D and Schwartz. However, I 

beseech you to please stay with us as we play out this 

Shakespearean comedy. We are trying hard with our actions to 

Shakespeare’s language more clear. 

 

 Much Ado is a hilarious comedy filled with witty 

comments and double entendres, thus be sure to listen and 

watch closely so you do not miss out. Our Shakespearean 

actors have put an immense amount of work into this play. 

They are all wonderful actors that have taken these characters 

and brought them to life. I am very proud of all of my fellow 

Theatre33 members for stepping up and taking on big 

responsibilities whenever and wherever we need them. 

 

 Thanks guys, you’re awesome! I am so excited to see 

all of you underclassmen grow into responsible senior 

Theatre33 members and to continue our legacy. Finally, thank 

you for so many wonderful and some heartbreaking memories, 

Theatre33. 

 

Assistant Director’s Notes 
 Shakespeare can be hard to understand. What 

the words mean, why the characters do what they do, why 

the plot turns out the way it does, why does he have to use 

iambic pentameter? 

 It takes time and patience – and maybe with 

some help, we can gain deeper understanding and greater 

appreciation for Shakespeare’s words and his genius. 

 Life can be hard to understand. What it means, 

why do people act the way they do, why do accidents 

happen – why do we lose not one – but two of our T33 

seniors, leaders, family, friends –  

 Maybe with time, maybe with patience – but 

definitely with help and love and support of our T33 

family we might gain a deeper understanding of His plan, 

and a greater appreciation for life and the people we love. 

 I have always said that T33 is more than a “club” 

– we are a family. We spend insane amounts of time 

together, we are crazy and uninhibited together, we make 

art and memories together, we shed blood, sweat and 

tears together – what an amazing group – thank you for 

supporting each other, and me. 
 

 

   XOXOXOXOX, D 

 



Madeline Powell- Fanny Seacole (Robin & Shane Powell)- 

Madeline has been helping out with theatre since her freshman 

year. For Much Ado, she has decided to make an appearance. 

She would like to thank her parents for supporting her. She 

loves everyone and has had lots of fun. She cannot wait for the 

next play. She would also like to thank the directors, D and 

Schwartz for all of their hard work. 

 

Ashley Smith – Hero – (Belinda Smith) Ashley has been in 

Theatre33 since 8
th

 Grade when she played a nun in The Sound 

of Music. She has also been in Trojan Women and Scapino! 

Ashley would like to thank her brother Joey for waiting so long 

to be taken home during tech week. Ashley is also a great 

behind the scenes worker and we love her help onstage and off! 

 

Ray Stump- Dogberry- (Dawn  & Todd  Stump)- As a 

sophomore, this is Ray’s sixth play with T33. He has been in 

Faith County, Arsenic, Trojan Women, Scapino!, YAGM, CB, 

and Much Ado.  He has done a fantaistic job on and off the 

stage. He is extremely happy to be a part of the theatre family. 

He would like to thank the seniors for being encouraging and 

tons of fun. He would also like to thank the directors for the 

awesome and fun times. Ray says that he will miss everyone 

over the summer.  

 

 

Freshpersons - 
Duffy Coyle - Balthasar - (Terri & Tim Weber)- This is Duffy’s 

first “official” year in T33, but he has been in two plays before 

this year; Sound of Music and Trojan Women, as well as 

playing Schroeder in Charlie Brown earlier this year. He still 

has his lines memorized from Charlie Brown and wishes he 

could perform it again! To him, happiness is learning to whistle. 

We’ve appreciated Duffy’s awesome help at worksessions and 

rehearsals and can’t wait to see him on stage many more times 

over the next four years! 

 

River Denman – Claudio– (Karen & Colby Denman) – River 

first made his debut in T33 in Scapino! as a good looking 

waiter. Since then, he has been in YAGM, CB and now Much 

Ado. He would like to thank the seniors for being awesome 

role models. He also loves his theatre family and says that 

nothing will ever separate it, no matter what.  

 

Ali Garza – Part of the watch (Maude) - (Teresa & Abel Garza) 

This is Ali’s first time in a T33 production. She hopes to work 

and help with all of the upcoming shows. She has been a great 

help during rehearsals. Thanks Ali   

 

Nelson Luehrs – Friar Francis – (Karen  & Howard Luehrs) 

Nelson has been in two T33 shows and has been having a lot of 

fun. He would like to thank his parents for putting up with the 

late nights and the directors for putting up with him. Nelson is a 

goofball on and off stage and is extra-extra helpful at 

worksessions! We look forward to another few years of having 

Nelson on and off stage! 

 

Additional Crew –…and all ushers / concession workers not 

mentioned!  We appreciate all the help, and all the people it 

takes to produce a play! Thank you! 

 

Upcoming Events 
Senior Candle Ceremony 

Following Sunday’s performance 
 

Relay for Life 
May 22-23, 2010 

 

A Caveman S.C.E.N.E.  
Spring Camp Encouraging New Entertainers 

For 3
rd

 through 8
th

 grades  

April 26-30, 2010 
 

Annual T
33
 Picnic and Roger’ Awards  

May 27, 2010 
 

Past Theatre33 Productions 
Those Wild West Women 1999 

Our Town 2000 

Once Upon a Mattress 2000 

Stage Door 2000 

The Three Musketeers 2001 

Hello, Dolly! 2001 

Steel Magnolias 2001 

The King and I 2001 

The Importance of Being Earnest 2002 

Waking Up: An Endangered Species 2002 

The Outsiders 2002 

Meet Me in St. Louis 2002 

Pirates! 2003 

The Wizard of Oz 2003 

The Miracle Worker 2004 

Noises Off 2004 

SUGAR! 2004 

Waking Up: An Endangered Species II 2005 

M*A*S*H 2005 

You Can't Take It With You 2005 

War of the Worlds 2005 

Mousetrap 2005 

Animal Farm 2006 

Cinderella 2006 

Crazy for You 2006 

Talking With 2007 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 2007 

Blood Wedding 2007 

The Sound of Music 2008 

Faith County 2008 

Arsenic and Old Lace 2009 

The Trojan Women 2009 

Waking Up: An Endangered Species III 2009 

Scapino!  2009 

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown 2010 

Much Ado About Nothing 2010 
 



Cliff’s Notes 
The concept of notes and noting is probably 

even more present in our daily lives than it is for the 

characters in Much Ado About Nothing.   

 

Through texting, instant messaging, Twitter, 

and Facebook it is easier (and faster) than ever to 

send “notes” to loved ones and perfect strangers 

alike.  Likewise, it is easy to note what others are 

doing or saying.  (Have you stalked any Facebook 

profiles lately?)  How often do these messages get 

misinterpreted by their recipients, intercepted by the 

wrong person, or lost forever in cyberspace?   

 

In other words, this story is timely because 

we can relate to the situations presented in the play 

and appreciate the comic results; even if the language 

we use is a little less sophisticated: 

Shakespeare: He is of a very melancholy disposition. 

 Text from a friend: that guys a creeper 

Shakespeare: In faith, lady, you have a merry heart. 

 Text from a friend: lol 

 

Every production for T33 involves much 

“ado”.  We spend countless hours on countless 

details with students who bring a whole new 

definition to the word dedication.  All that hard work 

and all that time together creates a bond that will 

remain with us forever.  This senior class has left an 

indelible impression on me for the amazing 

dedication they have exhibited from the first as 

freshmen.  On stage, they have tackled Shakespeare 

(twice!), Molière, Lorca, and Euripides and off stage 

they’ve shown that no challenge is too great.        

  

 Our play tells the story of struggle and 

heartache that, in the end, was suffered for no real 

reason.  We know something about heartache and 

struggle, but for reasons that are all too real.  The 

text for this play is difficult, but we’ve worked 

through it together.  And through the difficult times 

we’ve experienced recently, we’ve found love and 

support in each other.   

 

 This group has proven that we are involved 

in much ado about something and this year has 

confirmed that that something means everything in 

the world to me.   

 Thank you all.      

   Cliff Schwartz 

 

Juniors – 
Zach Miller- Don Pedro (Tina & Clifford Miller)- This is 

Zach’s first play with Theatre33. He is a fantastic guy to work 

with on and off the stage. Theatre33 has enjoyed welcoming 

into our family. Great job Zach!!  

 

Katie Moreno- Crew- (Linda & Mike Marshall)- This little gem, 

Katie, has been helping out behind the scenes for the past two 

years. Katie has been balancing her time between tennis and 

theatre and is still extremely helpful! She always has a smile, 

and she puts up with two picky directors who send her on 

errands, and make her get her hands dirty. Thanks for all the 

details you complete. 

 

Elisabeth Powell- Stage Manager - (Robin & Shane Powell) – 

Lis has helped with costumes, babysitting, painting, placards, 

props, organizing the prop room, and a plethora of other things 

the directors have needed since Faith County, and for this 

show, she is an official stage manager! Lis has been the best at 

helping the directors during SSR and any other free time she 

has during the day. Hopefully next year we can get her on stage 

and see her acting skills! Thank you so much Lis for all you do!  

 

Sophomores –  

Bryan Bechtold- Borachio- (Michelle & Bryan Bechtold)- 

Bryan has been a part of theatre since his freshman year and 

will continue to be a part of theatre. He would like to thank his 

parents and grandparents greatly for being supportive, and 

allowing him to stay out on long nights for cast parties. He has 

been participated in Arsenic, Trojan Women, Scapino, and 

now Much Ado. Great job Bryan! 

 

Amber Driscoll – Ursula – (Patrick and Reba Driscoll) Amber 

has performed in three T33 productions. She was a chorus 

leader in Trojan Women and was the nurse in Scapino!, and 

now in Much Ado!! Amber has worked very hard during this 

play and has enjoyed helping paint, build and babysit the 

Dreibelbabies. She wants to thank everyone in T33 for all they 

do. She says she is lucky to have all of the wonderful people 

here as a family. We love you Amber! 

 

Tanner O’Brien- Lights - (Renee Swartz & Scott Kroger)- As a 

sophomore, this is Tanner’s fifth play as a technical helper. He 

has been a flying monkey in the Wizard of Oz to Officer 

O’Hara in Arsenic and Old Lace. He would like to thank D 

and Schwartz for encouraging him to stay in theatre. He would 

also wish to thank Brandon and Amanda for everything that 

they taught him about tech and theatre. Thank you Tanner for 

everything you have done for the theatre family. 

 

Kayla Peterson- Verges - (Terri & David Peterson)- Kayla has 

been in The Wizard of Oz, Arsenic and Old Lace, Trojan 

Women as Leader Omega, Scapino!, California Suit, YAGM, 

CB, and now Much Ado. This is Kayla’s first Shakespeare play 

and it has been a very memorable experience for her. Kayla 

would like to thank her parents for the hectic scheduling, 

Brandon’s mom for allowing her to go over, and Brandon and 

Mandy for all of the laughs and memories together. She misses 

her friends dearly. 

 

 



Notes about the Play 
 The Elizabethans loved words, notes director and playwright 

John Barton. “They relished them and they played with them. 

Probably they used many more words in a day than we do and were 

eager to pick up new ones.”  

 Shakespeare and his contemporaries were immersed in a sea 

of new words, brought to England by colonists, explorers, trading 

companies, and travelers; invented by scholars, scientists, poets, 

novelists, and playwrights. Words might embrace many meanings, for 

there was less concern about creating precise definitions than in 

expanding the language, which was scrambling to catch up with new 

events, inventions, discoveries, and ideas. It was a time, then, for poetic 

expression and rich punning. 

 Our vocabulary today seems oriented more to the precise 

and literal. When we encounter puns, they tend to surprise us, and 

they often annoy those of us who prefer to know what is what, what is 

specific, what is exact, and what “is” is. 

 We have a tendency, then, to read and hear Shakespeare’s 

plays along a relatively flat line of meanings, at least compared to the 

broader and wider scope of sense that the texts brought to the ears of 

his original audience. 

 Much Ado About Nothing reminds us, both as a title and 

play, that, though life is indeed serious, most human beings pass much 

of their time in little things, unseriousness; that the ordinary, social 

fabric of life can be very thin, made up of trivia, and we can often feel a 

kind of real nothingness underneath. 

 In Shakespeare’s time, “nothing” was pronounced the same 

as “noting” (actually, both words would sound like “nutting”), and 

Everett points out that the “plot of the comedy certainly turns on what 

this pun implies: note-taking, spying, eavesdropping. No other play in 

Shakespeare introduces so much eavesdropping—each new turn of the 

action depends on it.”  

 “Nothing” … was available as a pun with “noting,” to make 

notes or sounds, and, by extension, with “noting” as “pricking notes” 

on the lute, an instrument associated with amorous wooing.  

 “Noting” was also associated with making a “note,” which 

has several meanings. A “note” referred to the zero symbol as well as 

to the letter O, which could stand for many things. “To note” meant to 

inform; a “note” was a stigma, so a “notable” characteristic signified a 

defamatory trait.  

 “Nothing” also formed a homonym with “nutting,” a 

folkloric slang term for mating. In these ways, “nothing” and “note” 

linked images of woman’s sexuality with puns on “naught” and 

“naughty.” Because “nothing” simultaneously refers to the “noting” 

(making of sound) about “nothing” (mating), it is also about punning 

about such naughtiness.  

 As a term that reflexively puns on its own making of sound 

into sense, which speaks of how noting it makes naughty meanings, 

“nothing” infinitely puns on its ability to generate endless puns out of 

naught. 

 While we may enjoy and agree with Everett’s interpretation 

of the title, wherein trivia and nothingness underlie much of life, we 

gain a great deal by becoming aware of the richness of Shakespeare’s 

language, his use of puns, and the sexual meanings that often were 

hidden beneath the surface of his titles and dialogue. “Much Ado 

About Nothing,” remarks Frankie Rubenstein, “is much ado over 

pricking.” And we find much pricking in the play, in the sense of the 

skirmish of a fencing match, especially in the exchanges between 

Beatrice and Benedick, whose dialogue is rich in wit, intelligence, and 

allusion. The tension between the two is paralleled in the punning they 

exchange throughout the comedy. 

 Shakespeare’s title may not be such a “throwaway” as it first 

appears. “Much Ado About Nothing” makes it a title that might sell 

more than a few tickets to the Globe Theatre, where Shakespeare and 

his fellow shareholders made their fortune. 

 

Honors Theatre 
 

Tom Beckner Joel Buchanan Liz Buchanan  

Roel Cervantes Ruben Cervantes Mandi Christensen 

Blake Corner Lindsay Corner Emersen Correll 
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